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&7 mugust 1957

MEMORANDUM POR THFE RECORD

SUBJECT:  Ressarch oo Africs

1. 2 meeting s held on 1h Asgust 1957 in the Office of the Chief,
Geographic Research fren. to discuse the provlem of geographic research
on Africa. Particlipants were:

25X1A%9a

2. 1t was sgreed that, in seneral. CIA does not have the kind or
quantity of informetion on Africe that 18 needed. The followlng gaps are
of pavrticuler importance in geographic research:

. Fasic data in the general fields of physleal geozraphy.
ethnorraphy , and econrmics.

., Kuowledpe of native trivel and urben aress in Africas
the relation of netive peorles to terrain, of superirpossd legal
noundaries to old pative bvoundaries,; of detriralized - urbanized
- mixed native groups in the cities and towns to their rurel
homelnnd. Influence of the relstionship on customs, Institutioms,
tensions =nd mobillity. Considerable sthnogrephic work seems %0
be progremed Ly the Russians (see recent study om Bantu peoples).
Mﬁ: ¥uch basic infoemetion on RBantu 18 avellable in Foglish
end French studies. Perhaps we should e a bit more apecific in
usiny the group word 'Bamtu', which includes severzl hundred
1dentifiable types. Amons the Bantu peoples, it is the specific
tribal loyalties which may be important and shout which we need
more informaticn.]

o, fomodity flow -- Qetalled deta on kird and volume, ports,
costs, physical bhasis, trends and lmplicatiors.

d. Information on Sovist techniques of pollitico-economic

penetration.
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SUBJECT: Reseanrch on Africa

3. Purpose of the geographiz duata collection, evaluation, and
analysis that is needed:

4. To develop intellizence that will aid the U.5. in
countering Seviet penstration. One Soviet cujective is to
exploit the continent's rescurces, trode, and maupower; to
subvert the uneducated nmasses as well as their Western-
educated leaders. Another Soviet objective appesaxs to be
the interference with U.8., British, French, and Pelgian
efforts t0 explore and utilize the rescurces of the variocus
countries in Africa and to prevent our use of these strategic
paterials; to keep ouwr money, time snd effort involved in non-
productive activities. A guldeline to effective action 1s
provided by the list of what wve now nesd to meet requiremenis
on China, Fastern Purope, and the Middle East. To this unust
be added those dats vhich are necessary to fulfill requlirements
for intellizence support of U.8. penetration and the prohivition
of Boviet success. C(oemodity study provides a direct route to
detarninstion of Soviet intentions; from our point of view and
for our particular use, is so far belng inadequately done by
current reporters and OIR research even though responsibilities
are ussizned and work is being done; becnuse of the massiveness
of the Afvican scene, would have to focue on the most frultful
sectors.

b. To support requirements for U/W, EBE end similer studies;
invelves some reconsideration of strategic concepts -~ Horth
Africa o8 a redoubt area, contaxt and techniques of UfW.

k, Part of the dsta problem is caused vy the fact that policy and
operations vis-a-vis Africa have not yet themselves mstured. Reguirements
are not crystallized sufficiently to stimilate adequate funding of research
or even effective use of dats that are avallable. An additional prouilem
iz the size of Africa. Ve undertake regionnl research on a continent with
tools which normally ere applied to a country. The interrelationship of
continental, rezional, and country problems hes not yel teen stated clearly
ancugk Por hasic work.

5. The group concluded that & recrganisation of the intermal geographic
effort is the suitable approsch to the Africs provlem. External research
vould provide scme gain, but ite cspebllities are inadequate and its tech-
niques ilmproper for the sophistizated result desired. The NIE is appropriate
as a vehicle in its country spproech in political; ecomomic, and military
provlems, but that vhich is lacking and not covered by NIS is the treatment
of pronlems vhich are related to geogrsphic rezicns encorpessing wore than
ome netionel tervritory.
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SUBJECT: Research om Africa

G. DfGG will determine vhat internal recrgmaization will best
accomplish the desired incresse of esgphasis on Africa. No over-gll
perscnnel increages can be anticipsted.

7. Chief/S vill review the proulem further as 1t .
in other divisions. relates to progrars

- 26X1A9a

iel, Ceogpephic Ressarch

Distrivution:
% - Ch/G
1 - AD/RR

1 - th/pjoo

1 - ¢n/ofoc

1 - Ch/p/GL

i» , B/es 25X1A9a

oG
CRR:Ch /G I B Jmnc/535(26 August 1957)
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